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SUB J : RETURN OF KATHIMERINI BRIGHTENS GREEK 
JOURNALISTIC WORLD 

1. THE PRESTIGIOUS ATHENS NEWSPAPER KATHIMERINI MADE 
ITS REAPPEARANCE SEPTEMBER 15 FOR THE FIRST TIME SINCE 
APRIL 1967 MILITARY COUP. AT LEAST ONE SOURCE REPORTED 
THAT OF AN INITIAL FIRST DAY PRINTING OF 150,000 COPIES, 
APPROXIMATELY 120,000 WERE SOLD. THESE FIGURES REFLECT 
THE UNIQUE PLACE WHICH KATHIMERINI HAS TRADITIONALLY 
HELD WITH ITS GREEK READERSHIP. THE PAPER'S PUBLISHER, 

F. LF.NT VLACHOU, HAS DURING THE PAST ALMOST EIGHT YEARS 
CONSTITUTED A SPECIAL SYMBOL OF THE ELITE'S RESISTANCE 
TO THE MILITARY DICTATORSHIP, AND IN THAT SENSE THE 
RETURN OF VLACHOU AND HER JOURNAL TO GREEK LIFE COULD 
SUGGEST TO READERS THAT NORMALCY (AT LEAST IN THE 
GREEK SENSE) IS ' JUST AROUND THE CORNER". 

2. KATHIMERINI WAS FIRST PUBLISHED IN 1919 AND 
DURING THE FIFTY-FIVE YEARS OF ITS EXISTENCE (INCLUDING 
EIGHT YEARS OF SELF IMPOSED SILENCE) IT CONSISTENTLY 
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INJECTED A RATIONAL VOICE INTO THE HIGHLY-CHARGED 
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JOURNALISTIC ARENA. ITS IDEOLOGY WAS CLASSICALLY 
CONSERVATIVE AND ROYALIST. IN TERMS OF STYLE, COVERAGE, 
SUBSTANCE- AND SHEER PROFESSIONALISM-IT COULD BE 
CATEGORIZED AS THE NEW YORK TIMES OF ATHENS. THE 
PAPER'S FOUNDER WAS GEORGE VLACHOS-THE FATHER OF 
ELF, NT. GENERALLY ESTEEMED AS A PUBLISHER AND NEWSMAN OF 
QUALITY AND INTEGRITY, HIS RENOWNED "LETTER TO HITLER" 

IS STILL WIDELY EMPLOYED IN JOURNALISM SCHOOLS THROUGHOUT 
THE WORLD AS A MODEL OF NEWS WRITING AT ITS BEST. 

3. THE ASSUMPTION IS THAT F.LF.NT VLACHOU WILL MAINTAIN 
A CONSERVATIVE ORIENTATION IN HER PAPER'S POLICY 
WITH APPROPRIATE ALLOWANCES BEING MADE FOR THE 
EXTRAORDINARY CONDITIONS OF CURRENT-DAY GREECE. 

AT THE SAME TIME, SHE WILL PROBABLY GUARD ZEALOUSLY 
HER JOURNALISTIC INTEGRITY AND INDEPENDENCE. PERHAPS 
PREFERRING TO BE THE "CRITIC OF ALL" RATHER THAN "A 
FRIEND OF SOME". THIS PERSPECTIVE SEEMS TO EMERGE IN 
HER FIRST SIGNED EDITORIAL WHICH APPEARED IN THE 
PAPER'S MAIDEN SEPTEMBER 15 ISSUE ENTITLED "AS LONG AS 
YOU DON'T..." IN WHICH VALCHOU ENGAGES IN A DIALOGUE 
WITH WELL-MEANING VISITORS WHO URGE HER TO EXERCISE 
EXTREME CAUTION AS TO POLITICAL THEMES CHOSEN FOR 
DISCUSSION IN HER PAPER. VLACHOU'S RESPONSE 

QUOTES SOLZHENITZIN: "HUMANITY'S SALVATION DEPENDS ON 
THE INVOLVEMENT OF ALL MEN IN ALL MATTERS". THEN, 

IN HER OWN WORDS. SHE RETORTS THAT "AFTER SO MANY 
YEARS OF SILENCE, IT IS NOW MY PURPOSE AND INTENTION 
TO SPEAK ABOUT EVERYTHING". (FULL TEXT OF EDITORIAL 
FOLLOWS BY AIRGRAM). SHE PROMPTLY PROVES IT BY 
CALLING IN THE SAME BREATH FOR THE RETURN OF THE 
KING AND THE LEGALIZATION OF THE GREEK COMMUNIST PARTY. 

4. BUT ALL IS NOT "ROSES" FOR F.LF.NT. HER PRINTING 
PRESSES-THOUGH RELATIVELY NEW IN 1967-ARE NOW 
OBSOLESCENT. ONE JOURNALISTIC SOURCE TOLD EMBOFFS 
THAT A PARTICULAR OPERATION WHICH MOST HIGH SPEED 
PRESSES CAN HANDLE IN SIX OR SEVEN MINUTES TAKES 
KATHIMERINI'S EQUIPMENT ALMOST TWENTY MINUTES. 

THEN TOO, SHE IS SHORT OF FUNDS. FINALLY MANY OF THE 
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STAFF WHO WORKED WITH HER IN PRE-COUP DAYS HAVE 
SINCE JOINED OTHER NEWSPAPERS, HAVE DIED, OR ARE 
ENGAGED IN OTHER LINES OF WORK. BUT THOSE WHO KNOW 
ELF, NT— AND MANY MORE WHO ONLY KNOW HER REPUTATION- 
ARE SURE THAT ONE WAY OR THE OTHER SHE WILL OVERCOME 
THESE OBSTACLES AND WILL CONTINUE TO PUBLISH A HIGH 
QUALITY, GILT-EDGED JOURANLISTIC PRODUCT. STEARNS 
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